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Contact Congress: Support Afterschool Programs
21st CCLC Program Language
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Ask: Reach out to Congress and ask them to support the 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC) Program.

The Why: The FY2021 proposed budget eliminates funding for the 21st Century Community Learning Centers Program. Without 21st CCLC, nearly two million children - and 26,000 in Georgia - would lose access to the high quality afterschool, before school, and summer learning programs they need. Congress will determine whether this proposal becomes law, and if local afterschool and summer learning programs remain open or close their doors. If the 21st Century Community Learning Centers initiative is eliminated, many programs will not survive.
 
The Message: Thank you for your support of local afterschool and summer learning programs that rely on federal 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC) funding to provide quality programs to more than 1.7 million young people. I call on you to reject the Administration's proposed elimination of 21st CCLC and instead, as Congress begins work on the FY 2021 appropriations process, I urge you to fund 21st CCLC at the $1.35 billion level or more and reject any cuts to the program.

Regular participation in high-quality afterschool and summer learning programs is linked to significant gains in academics, school attendance, and work habits, as well as reductions in behavior problems. If eliminated, nearly two million children - and 26,000 in Georgia - would lose access to the high quality afterschool, before school, and summer learning programs that help put them on a path to success in college, career, and life. Currently, the 21st CCLC program is the only federal program dedicated to providing young people with quality enrichment and supervision during the hours when school is out, including afterschool, weekends, holidays, and over the summer. 

A few sentences about your program.  You may want to highlight: 
· Key data points
· Number of students served
· Number on waitlist (if there is one)
· Demographics
· Impact data
· Academic achievement data
· Parent/student/school survey results
· Community impact
· Parent and community outreach/events
· Number of community partnerships
· Additional funds leveraged from 21st CCLC funding



· Personal stories – quotes/anecdotes from your students/staff/parents – what afterschool means to them, what they would (not) be doing with out it

The elimination of the 21st CCLC program, as proposed in President Trump’s budget, would devastate our program and likely force us to close our doors to many young people in need. 

Next time you are back in Georgia, we invite you to come down to [your program] to see for yourself what a 21st CCLC program looks like – to have an opportunity to meet the young people who walk through our door each day and hear why afterschool matters to them. For many of our students, our program provides the personalized attention and enrichment opportunities they would not receive elsewhere that often means all the difference to them and their futures.  

Please let me know if there is any way that I can be of assistance to you and if you would like to schedule a time to visit our program.  You are always welcome!  

Thank you again for all that you do for Georgia’s young people. 

Sincerely, 

[your name]
[your title], [program name]

Congressmen Contact Information
Not sure who your representative is? Find out here.
Senate
David Perdue
Email: http://www.perdue.senate.gov/content/contact-david 
Phone: (202) 224-3521

Kelly Loeffler
Email: https://www.loeffler.senate.gov/ 
Phone: (202) 224-3643

House
Buddy Carter (1st District)
Email: https://buddycarter.house.gov/contact/email 
Phone: (202) 225-5831

Sanford Bishop Jr. (2nd District)
Email: http://bishop.house.gov/contact/email-me 
Phone: (202) 225-3631


Drew Ferguson (3rd District)
Email: https://ferguson.house.gov/contact 
Phone: (202) 225-5901

Hank Johnson Jr. (4th District)
Email: https://hankjohnson.house.gov/contact-me/email-me 
Phone: (202) 225-1605

John Lewis (5th District)
Email: https://johnlewis.house.gov/contact-me/email 
Phone: (202) 225-3801

Lucy McBath (6th District)
Email: https://mcbath.house.gov/zip-code-lookup?form=/contact/email-me
Phone: (202) 225-4501

Rob Woodall (7th District)
Email: https://woodall.house.gov/contact 
Phone: (202) 225-4272

Austin Scott (8th District)
Email: https://austinscott.house.gov/email-me 
Phone: (202) 225-6531

Doug Collins (9th District)
Email: https://dougcollins.house.gov/email-me 
Phone: (202) 225-9893

Jody Hice (10th District)
Email: https://hice.house.gov/contact/email 
Phone: (202) 225-4101

Barry Loudermilk (11th District)
Email: http://loudermilk.house.gov/contact/ 
Phone: (202) 225-2931

Rick Allen (12th District)
Email: http://allen.house.gov/contact/ 
Phone: (202) 225-2823

David Scott (13th District)
Email: https://davidscott.house.gov/contact/contactform.htm 
Phone: (202) 225-2939



Tom Graves (14th District)
Email: http://tomgraves.house.gov/contact/ 
Phone: (202) 225-5211
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