
Summer can be a time of great opportunity but many youth – especially those from disadvantaged backgrounds – 
lose access to resources available during the school year, do not have access to programs in their community, and 
suffer summer learning loss. 

Most students lose 2 months of math 
skills & low-income students lose an 
additional 2-3 months of reading skills1 

2/3 of the achievement gap in reading 
between low and middle income 
children by 9th grade is due to summer 
learning loss2 

Only 1 in 7 students qualifying for free 
or reduced lunch receive summer 
meals3 

Broaden students’ 
horizons

Help youth  
build skills

Promote healthy 
habits4

Include a wide  
variety of activities

Foster cooperative 
learning

High quality summer programs can stem learning loss, close educational and opportunity gaps and:

Summer Learning in Georgia

Why Summer Learning?

Summer Learning by the Numbers5

46% of Georgia families report 
that their child participated in 
a summer program in 2019

53% of Georgia families would have 
enrolled their child in a summer 
program if one were available

93% of Georgia parents are 
satisfied with their child’s  
structured summer experience

88% of Georgia parents support 
public funding for summer learning 
opportunities



opportunities to  
experience the outdoors

prevent  
learning loss

99% 

91% 83% 81% 

safety of  
environment 

physical activity  
opportunities 

96% 
opportunities to  
build life skills

knowledgeable  
and caring staff 

99% 

Support for summer learning is  
strong and bipartisan in Georgia8

Democrats

Republicans

Independents 

Barriers to summer program 
enrollment7

What do Georgia parents look for in a summer program?6

Family does other things during the summer 

Issues with location or transportation

No summer programs available in their community

Programs are too expensive

40%

36%

20%

13%

I

For more information on afterschool in Georgia, go to 
www.afterschoolga.org. 
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