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DRIVING PROGRAM QUALITY

Programs can use the Quality
Standards as a tool for quality
awareness and improvement,
facilitating important conversations
and goal-setting with staff.

Research indicates that programs implementing a
continuous quality improvement system are likely to
experience improvements in instructional quality
provided by staff and in the retention rates of short-
term employees.

WHAT ARE THE GEORGIA AFTERSCHOOL
& YOUTH DEVELOPMENT (ASYD)
QUALITY STANDARDS?

The Georgia ASYD Quality Standards provide a framework for programs and
professionals to evaluate and continuously improve the quality of their programming.
The Georgia ASYD Initiative provides training, coaching, and resources to providers
across the state to support their quality improvement journey.

UNDERSTANDING THE STANDARDS
The ASYD Quality Standards are grounded in
research from multiple fields, including education,
child development, psychology, organizational
management, and public health. Each standard
reflects evidence-based best practices designed to
support positive outcomes for youth—both in the
short and long term.

The Standards are designed especially for well-
established programs that:

Serve children and youth ages 5-18
Serve youth who attend regularly and over a long
period of time
Offer youth a range of enriching experiences

QUALITY ELEMENTS
Georgia’s ASYD Standards are
organized into nine categories
called “Quality Elements.”

Programming and Youth Development

Linkages with the School Day

Environment and Climate

Relationships

Health and Well-being

Staffing and Professional Development

Organizational Practices

Evaluation and Outcomes

Family and Community Partnerships

Each of these nine quality elements
includes a series of related standards or
best practices, as well as indicators to help
programs understand what successful
implementation looks like.
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